
www.georgiavoices.org JJ 3

Disposition Options

10 days

Child remains in DFCS custody  
or alternative* foster care

Child Released from Custody

Adjudication Hearing

Dependent

Not Dependent / 
Released from Custody

5 days

30 days

Petition

A child may come in contact with the juvenile justice system through a delinquency, dependency or a Child in 
Need of Services (CHINS) complaint.

Who is considered Dependent?
A “dependent” child is a one whose physical or mental health and welfare is substantially at risk of harm from 
abuse, neglect, or exploitation and who may be further threatened by the conduct of others, such as a parent, 
caregiver, or other person inside the home. (OCGA 15-11-100)

The following is a map of the process if a child is declared dependent and released into the custody of the 
Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS):

Georgia’s Juvenile Justice Process for 
Dependency Cases

Juvenile Justice 
and School 
Discipline

Judicial Review or Citizen Review Panel
Held 4 months after initial Judicial Review

Judicial Review Hearing
Held within 75 days after Disposition

Temporary legal custody 
transferred to DFCS and child 

placed in foster care

Permanency Planning Hearing
Initial hearing within 9-12 months following removal, depending on child’s age, or within 30 days

of a court’s finding that reasonable efforts are not required or entry of non-reunification order 

Termination of 
Parental Rights

Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), which is based on 
legal grounds or length of time in foster care (exceptions 
apply); clear and convincing evidence standard.

Post TPR Review Hearings take place every 6 months until 
adoption.

Child remains with
parent/guardian/legal custodian 
subject to conditions prescribed 
by the court, which could include 

ordering participation in counseling 
for either child, parent, or both

Child is placed in temporary legal custody 
(with or without conditions) of biological 

parent or other individual qualified by 
the court to care for the child, or an 

individual in another state with or without 
supervision pursuant to the Interstate 
Compact on the Placement of Children

72 hours
Preliminary Protective HearingChild Removed from Home*

Disposition Hearing

*DFCS Written Report
If the DFCS report includes 
a recommendation of non-

reunification, a non-reunification 
hearing and permanency plan 

hearing must be held within 30 
days of the filing of the report.

60 days

Child Returns Home
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Adjudication Hearing: Fact-finding proceeding to determine whether the facts alleged in the petition or other 
pleadings are true. This is the juvenile court equivalent to a trial in civil cases. Standard of proof is clear and 
convincing evidence in delinquency dependency and CHINS (Children in Need of Services); standard is beyond a 
reasonable doubt in delinquency proceedings. (OCGA 15-11-181; OCGA 15-11-441; OCGA 15-11-582)

Dependency Petition: A legal document that alleges that a child is abused, neglected, or abandoned. A Dependency 
Petition can be filed by DFCS, a guardian ad litem, or any other person who has knowledge of the facts alleged. 
(OCGA 15-11-150)

DFCS Written Report: Within 30 days from the date that the child is removed from the home, DFCS must submit 
a written report which includes details of the reasons for removal, the reunification plan, and the reasons for non-
reunification (OCGA 15-11-200)

Disposition Hearing: Proceeding to determine which placement is best suited to the protection and physical, mental, 
and moral welfare of a child adjudicated dependent, delinquent, or “child in need of services”. In Delinquency and 
CHINS cases, the disposition proceeding will also determine if the child is in need of treatment, rehabilitation, or 
supervision and may include community service and/or restitution. (OCGA 15-11-210; OCGA 15-11-600; OCGA 
15-11-442)

Judicial Review Hearing: Within 75 days of a child being adjudicated as a dependent child, the court shall hold a 
review hearing to determine:

1. Whether a child adjudicated as a dependent child continues to be a dependent child;
2. Whether the existing case plan is still the best case plan for such child;
3. The extent of compliance with the case plan by all participants;
4. The appropriateness of any recommended changes to such child’s placement;
5. Whether appropriate progress is being made on the permanency plan;
6. Whether all legally required services are being provided to a child adjudicated as a dependent child, his or her 
foster parents if there are foster parents, and his or her parent, guardian, or legal custodian;
7. Whether visitation is appropriate and, if so, approve and establish a reasonable visitation schedule;
8. Whether, for a child adjudicated as a dependent child who is 14 years of age or older, the services needed to 
assist such child to make a transition from foster care to independent living are being provided; and
9. Whether reasonable efforts continue to be made to prevent or eliminate the necessity of such child’s removal 
from his or her home and to reunify the family after removal of a child adjudicated as a dependent child, unless 
reasonable efforts were not required. (OCGA 15-11-216)

Permanency Planning Hearing: Proceeding to determine permanent goal/plan for child. Subsequent permanency 
planning hearings are held every 6 months.

Preliminary Protective Hearing: If a child is removed from the home, the court shall hold a preliminary protective 
hearing within 72 hours of removal to determine whether or not the child will remain in DFCS custody or be returned 
to the home. (OCGA 15-11-145)
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